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In this session we aim to discuss the new developments in the contemporary 
socio-technical  assemblages of  surveillance.  We are  particularly  interested  in 
how  surveillant  technologies  are  developed  and  implemented,  and  how  new 
technologies make possible further extensions in surveillance as well as changes 
in  the  styles,  scopes  and  effects  of  surveillance.  On  the  on  hand,  we  are 
becoming  more  attuend  to  the  massive  spread  of  surveillance  tools,  which 
include biometric technologies at airports, car number plate and facial recognition 
systems, CCTV systems in schools and other public places, RFID tags, mobile 
devices, information chips in credit, store and smart ID cards, and internet logs. 
Through these tools,  surveillance becomes pervasive,  as  people,  movements 
and activities are routinely monitored and tracked. On the other hand, we see – 
and, most often, do not see – how surveillance becomes embedded in everyday 
life.  Surveillance becomes simultaneisouly  infrastructural  and invisible.  In  this 
session we are interested in studying the developments and the contemporary 
practices  of  surveillance  beyond  the  conceptual  dichotomoy  between 
technological  determinism  and  social  constructionism.  We  are  interested  in 
surveillance practices as existing inside ecologies of  heterogeneous elements 
and interactions, and we want to advance the understanding of how practices 
become  surveillant/surveilled.  We  invite  contributors  to  link  empirical  case 
studies to theoretical attempts to explain surveillance from a socio-technical point 
of view. We welcome contributions from a plurality of disciplines. 

Abstracts of no more than 500 words should be sent by email (following website
instructions) by 2010 March 15th.
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Kevin  D.  Haggerty,  is  Associate  Professor  of  Criminology  and  Sociology  at  the 
Department of Sociology of the University of Alberta. He is the Editor of the Canadian 
Journal of Sociology, and the book review editor for the international journal Surveillance 
and Society. (http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/sociology/haggerty.cfm)

Andrea Mubi Brighenti, is post-doctoral research fellow at the Department of Sociology 
of the University of Trento. He researches into space, society and visibility. He edits the 
independent online web journal lo Squaderno. 
(http://portale.unitn.it/sociologia/persone/andrea.brighenti)
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